CALL  NO  MAN HAPPY

We often went to see him in his old family mansion at Varetz near
Brive in the district for which he was Senator.

'The French Senate/ he said to us in his clear, mocking voice, 'is
a club one has to understand. One is only accepted there slowly.
For the first two years it is wise to remain absolutely immobile. Any
initiative would give ofTence. The third year a man of ability may
smile once or twice. The fourth year he is allowed to risk a few
interruptions. At the end of six years, if you feel the ground has
been prepared, deliver a short speech, dull and unimportant. After
nine years, when you have been re-elected, you have the right to be
eloquent/

But he had not applied these rules himself but had been im-
mediately and successfully eloquent. His premature death was a loss
to his country. He was one of those rare men who can deal with
foreign affairs realistically and without partisan bias.

The enemies of the government had a field day when a large-scale
swindle, the Affairs Stavisky, was shown to have numerous political
ramifications. The Action Fran$aise and numerous Leagues, formed
in imitation of the Fascist countries, began to hold street demonstra-
tions against the deputies. During the winter of 1933-34 we were
at Valescure in the Midi and we used to hear members of the Right
and Left shouting insults at one another on the sidewalks of Saint-
Raphael, just as in Paris'. On the yth of February there was a crowd
in the room where the telegraphic bulletins from the Eddreur de Nice
were posted: *Riots in Paris ... Many dead .. .* We had left our
children in Neuilly. Ought we to hurry back? Was a revolution
beginning? But a few hours kter we learned that the Daladier
Cabinet had capitulated and that the President of the Republic had
summoned Monsieur Doumergue, who in turn had appealed to
Marshal Petain, Barthou, Tardieu and Harriot. It looked as if this
were going to be the great coalition ministry desired by those of the
French who, like us, had grown tired of the violence of political
struggles and desired a period of respite to rebuild the forces of the
country.
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